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REHAB RIVIERA 


“The medication 
gets rid of the 
cravings. 
Without it, 

I don’t know 
what I’d do 
or where 
rd be.” 


— Brody Webster, 22, pops 
Zubsolv, a pill he dissolves 
beneath his tongue to curb 
his cravings for opioids. 
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DRUGS FOR ADDICTS — 
SOLUTION OR CRUTCH? 


Critics say the treatment 
substitutes one substance 
for another; supporters say 
medicine clearly saves lives 
By Teri Sforza 


tsforza@scng.com 
@terisforza on Twitter 


The white pill looks like a baby aspirin. 
Brody Webster sticks it in his mouth and 
holds it there for 15 minutes, trying not to 
swallow. When the underside of his tongue 
finally goes numb, he knows he has taken 
the full dose. 

Webster smiles. He repeats this ritual ev- 
ery day, with mathematical precision, for 
one reason: “I’m a really bad addict,” he 
said. 

That little pill doesn’t get him high. It 
contains buprenorphine, a medication that 
binds to opioid receptors and tricks the 
brain into thinking it has had a fix, reduc- 
ing an addict’s physical cravings for opiates 
such as heroin and prescription painkillers. 

After cycling through more 12-step pro- 
grams than he cares to count — at a cost of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars over sev- 
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Dr. Faried Banimahd has become a mentor and father figure for 22-year-old Brody Webster, 
giving him an internship at this Laguna Hills office. 


taped Banimahd, MO 
Mergency Medicine 


THE SERIES 


the region’s growing homelessness crisis. 


Journalists from the Southern California News Group have spent a good part of 2017 
investigating and reporting on abuses in the drug rehab industry. We’ve found every- 
thing from body brokering and insurance fraud to possible links between rehabs and 


PROPERTY TAXES 


PAYING BILL 
EARLY HAS 
DEBATABLE 
OUTCOME 


2018 worries might be 
futile, but 2017 timing 


fears may be overblown 


By Patrick May 


pmay @bayareanewsgroup.com 


As taxpayers across the nation 
race to pay their property taxes 
early, assuming they’re getting 
one last shot at a federal deduc- 
tion set to be scaled back under 
the new tax rules, confusion has 
set in over who exactly will ben- 
efit from this early-bird strategy. 

Causing even more head- 
scratching, the Internal Revenue 
Service weighed in on the matter 
late Wednesday, announcing that 
these early payments will be de- 
ductible only in certain situations. 
This sent off flares in East Coast 
states where people were doing 
some things the IRS didn’t like; 
The Washington Post reported 
that the IRS ruling could inval- 
idate many taxpayers’ prepay- 
ments and put pressure on local 
governments to refund millions of 
dollars collected from misguided 
taxpayers. 

But Californians shouldn’t 
panic. Our best guess is that those 
of us who are planning to pay — 
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WEATHER 


Feel the 
warmth 
of holiday 
season 


Inland temperatures 
could hit mid-80s today, 
then it will cool down 


By Lauren Williams 
lawilliams@scng.com 
@LAWilliams30 on Twitter 


As 2017 draws to a close, unsea- 
sonably warm temperatures are 
expected to heat up Southern Cal- 
ifornia before temperatures drop 
on New Year’s Eve. 

A ridge of high pressure, an- 
chored over California, has redi- 
rected any storms away from the 
state toward Washington — leav- 
ing California drier than normal, 
said Derek Schroeter, a National 


TODAY AND SATURDAY: The opioid epidemic is pushing a growing number of doctors to 
use drugs to fight addiction, a practice widely known as “medication-assisted treatment.” 


SUNDAY: A look at responses to our investigation, and ongoing problems related to rehab 


Weather Service meteorologist. 
“This year the winter weather 
pattern has set up in a traditional 


eral years — Webster believes the $5 pill is a 
big reason why he has been clean for nearly 
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operations. 


DISNEY ITEMS AUCTIONED 


Bidders spend thousands buying up history 


Hundreds snap up items 
linked to theme parks 


By Marla Jo Fisher 
mfisher @scng.com 
@frumpymom on Twitter 


How much would you pay for an origi- 
nal piece of vintage Disneyland? How about 
a “Zorro” costume worn by actor Guy Wil- 
liams for $28,750? Or an original prospectus 
for potential investors in Disneyland, which 
fetched $10,600? Those were some of the hun- 
dreds of items sold at the Remembering Dis- 
neyland auction this month in Sherman Oaks. 

Hundreds of bidders from around the world 
went online, called in by phone or bid in per- 
son over seven hours at Van Eaton Galleries 
auction Dec. 16. 

“There was something for everyone in this 
auction. It was also very special because most 
of the items in it came from people that actu- 
ally worked at the park, or had a hand in cre- 
ating it,” said Mike Van Eaton, co-founder of 
Van Eaton Galleries. He said more Disney-re- 


COURTESY OF VAN EATON GALLERIES 


An early metal cast member's ID badge, from 
around 1955to 1962, sold for $2,875. 


lated auctions will be held next year. 

Here are some sales figures: 

1. A room key cabinet from the former 
Tower of Terror attraction at Disney Califor- 
nia Adventure went for $12,650. 

2. An original elephant model from The 
Jungle Cruise sold for $12,075. 

3. An original Main Street Keystone Cops 
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ADVENTURELAND 
TOMORROWLAND 
FANTASYLAND 
FRONTIEREAND 


A 1957 souvenir guidebook to 
Disneyland, with 27 pages describing 


the different lands with color maps and 
illustrations, sold at auction for $230. 


La Niña fashion over California,” 
he said. “It’s been fairly wet over 
the Northwest and the Rockies.” 

The extended dry season, with 
little to no measurable rain across 
much of Southern California, has 
lengthened the fire season. 

“We haven’t had any significant 
rain since last winter, so vegeta- 
tion is stressed; until we get sig- 
nificant rain, fire danger will be 
an issue,” Schroeter said. “Were 
running very well-below-normal 
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INSIDE 


Young hero speaks up 

A Riverside tot saved his grandfa- 
ther’s life when a fire threatened 
his house and the adult didn’t hear 
a knock at the door. LOCAL1 


Bronx fire kills 12 


New York City’s deadliest fire in 
more than 25years killed 12 people 
at a century-old apartment build- 
ing in the Bronx. NEWS 5 


Standing above the rest 


Jordyn Amoy of 
Temecula Valley High 
\ was selected as the 
HSGametTime girls 
volleyball player of 
the year. SPORTS 1 


Temecula: Desert: Mo 


85 /49 


Riverside 


83/43 82/53 72/43 


untains: 


Lottery... A2 Business........ AlO Obituaries... B4 Comics............. J4 
Weather.......... A9 Opinion........... All Classifieds... F3  Puzzles............ J5 


Customer Service: 
1-951-368-9000 


digitalfirst 


Volume 131, issue 363 6 


UL 


1 


0000 


I 


